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Issue 2 Sept 2011

The Governing Body welcome staff and students back for the start of the new school
year. We hope it will another successful year for everyone.

We would also like to take a look back and give thanks to all the Staff at Oakhurst for their
contributions in making the first year at the school in the new building such a success. A
great deal of work has gone into making the school a wonderful place of learning and,
from comments received, the children have really enjoyed their first year in the new
building. The pupils are a real credit to the school, obvious from the complimentary
feedback to recent schooal trips.

A special thank you to all the staff that give up their time running after school clubs. The
school is pleased to be able to offer this service to all of its pupils. Oakhurst run a wide
range of activities and the children certainly appear to be enjoying the diversity of
options on offer.

Another special thanks to Mr Burr; without his focus, drive and commitment, we would
not be where we are today.

Finally, a note of thanks to FOCuS for all their planning and organisation of fund raising
events such as the Popcorn Club, school discos, the Pamper Evening and Summer
Fayre. Without them, these events would not take place, so thank you for all your efforts.

Well done everyone and thank you again from all the Governors.

Premises Update

As you may know, since the school opened in September 2010, there has been an issue
with the suitability of the playground surface following a series of slips and falls during wet
periods. This issue has been discussed at great length between the schools Senior
Leadership Team and School Governors and representation has been made to the Local
Authority.

Whilst testing of the surface has been carried out, which indicated that the surface was fit
for purpose, the LA have agreed to replace the surface.

During the summer holidays the surface to the Early Years play area was replaced with a
biscuit crumb (rubber) surface, more suitable to the needs of very small children. A trial
area of tarmac was laid on the resin surface during the summer holidays. We are
currently waiting for the LA to inform us of the results of the tests and when the surface
will be replaced.

We will keep you further updated in the next Governor's newsletter.
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Thoughts of a parent/Governor
Steve Kingston, Vice Chair of Governors.

A year ago we were faced with a decision as to where to send our two youngest
children for their schooling. Did we start our youngest at our son's school, or should
they both start at the newly built Oakhurst CPS which is considerably nearer to our
house. But, what about the potential disadvantages of changing schools? Our son
was receiving a very good level of education where he was, and what about the
impact at that age of leaving school friends behind?

ad - .1 Manyconversations later, we decided to take the plunge and move our children to
Oakhurst CPS. Looking back, | can honestly say that | have not been given any
reason to regret that decision. Both our children have absorbed the move with apparent ease and made new friends
very quickly, ably assisted by the school's policy of integration. They are benefiting daily from a very high level of
teaching, supported and led in the background by a focussed Leadership Team.

Two aspects of the school deserve a separate mention

- the high level of discipline instilled in the pupils, and
- the amount of fun they have whilst learning

In short, we made the right decision, and our children will benefit from that for many years to come.

Summer Activities

The Summer Fayre

It was fantastic to see so many of our pupils, their families and members of the local community supporting the
Oakhurst Summer Fayre at the beginning of July. It was very clear from speaking to people on the day that a good time
was had by all and financially, the school will benefit from an incredible £2,300 profit made on the day.

Well done everyone.

Sports Day

The culmination of a very energetic Sports Week was the School Sports Day, when children from reception through to
year 6 all threw themselves energetically into an afternoon's programme of events. As both a Governor and a parent |
was amazed to see the precision planning that went into the afternoon and was very impressed how Mr Burr even
managed to order the good weather! Through a number of different agility exercises the children demonstrated both
team and personal success, working together to earn points for their ocean.

Congratulations to all the oceans but a special mention to Pacific who won the cup.

Thank you to all the staff and parent/carer helpers who gave up their time to make the afternoon special for the children.
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